The Right Hon. the Earl of Balfour, K.G., O.M.
r'
IT requires some audacity to attempt to wril of Lord Balfour's career or to portray h character in a brief space. It is indeed HI sketching a chameleon upon a postage stamp. E was already a Prime Minister seventeen years ag< Yet, while other ex-Premiers, like Lord John Russe and Lord Rosebery, long survived or survive the retirement from that eminence, they adopted detached attitude until they reached the Nirvar of complete political quiescence.
Lord,, Balfour, on the contrary, remains an actr force to this day. He has led an Opposition. I has occupied* high Government office almost up •• the present time—so that his actual political lil which began with his return to Parliament in 187 covers almost exactly half a century. And t] quantity as expressed in time is balanced by tl quality of the intellect devoted to what must oft< have appeared to it fleeting things, and by the pra tical achievement wrested out of the conflict, f that in.the end he remains, now that Morley, tc Jias gone, a great and solitary figure, a member wl Voted with Disraeli, a Secretary of State who w the right hand of his uncle, Lord Salisbury, a taetici; who had fought Parnell in Ireland, a debater w' had crossed no inefficient sword with Gladstone Westminster,